Cream Pincushions (Scabieuse jaune pâle, Scabiosa ochroleuca L.), in the Teasel Family (Dipsacaceae), has been reported from Victoria, British Columbia, where it was collected in a vacant lot by John Macoun in 1908 (specimen at the Canadian Museum of Nature, Boivin 1966 Boivin : 1026 Scoggan 1979 Scoggan : 1431 , but was excluded from the British Columbia flora by Douglas et al. (2002) because "it does not persist." More recently, it has been reported from Keremeos in southcentral British Columbia where it was observed in 2015 (Curtis Bjork, personal communication, November 2015) . Although the species is occasionally cultivated for its unusual flowers, there are no other records of its occurrence outside of cultivation in Canada, based on a review of the literature and specimens in various Canadian herbaria (including Acadia University, University of Alberta, Canadian Museum of Nature, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Université de Montréal, the Nova Scotia Museum, Université Laval, University of Saskatchewan, and University of British Columbia). In 
Identification
A number of other similar Canadian species -including Field Scabious (Knautia arvensis (L.) Coulter), Marsh Devil's-bit (Succisa pratensis Moench), Southern Succisella (Succisella inflexa (Kluk) G. Beck), and Giant Yellow Scabious (Cephalaria gigantea (Ledebour) Bobrov) -all once included in the genus Scabiosa, may be separated from S. ochroleuca as follows (Cannon 1976; Moore 1976 than the stem leaves, involucel-tube longitudinally sulcate, corona with 20-24 veins, setae 2-3 times as long as the corona, and corolla cream coloured. Although the stem leaves are pinnate, the basal stem leaves and ros ette leaves are not (Cannon 1976; Jasiewicz 1976; Moore 1976 ).
Distribution and Ecology
The habitat at the Ontario site was open and included native species of open alvar (Catling and Brownell 1995) and introduced species of disturbed situations. The soil where S. ochroleuca was growing was mostly less than 3 cm deep over limestone rock and was alkaline and calcareous. The native distribution of S. ochroleuca in cludes south east and east-central Europe (Jasiewicz 1976) . In Europe, it occurs in native declining limestone grasslands that are rich in species, as well as in old lime stone quarries (Illyés et al. 2007; Rahmonov et al. 2014 ). An unusual feature of the Ottawa Valley site is the abundance of the rarely encountered, introduced Heath Snail 138 THE CANADIAN FIELD-NATURALIST Vol. 130 (Xerolenta obvia), which shares with S. ochroleuca an origin in eastern Europe (Forsyth et al. 2015) . It is not clear how these invaders reached this site. Scabiosa ochroleuca may expand in the Ottawa Valley and/or spread elsewhere. In North America, it has also been reported in Massachusetts, where it was found in a gravel pit in 1914 (Sorrie 2011) . Calcareous alvar landscapes are widespread in southern Ontario and are available to the south and from Kingston west to Manitoulin Island in Lake Huron. At the Ottawa Valley site, most of the disturbed area is dominated by Spotted Knapweed, but S. ochroleuca is also dominant in some smaller areas. The plants form patches up to 3 m by 3 m, where they are dominant and up to 1 m tall, but all places where they have been seen to date are more or less disturbed by bulldozing. The potential im pact on native alvar vegetation requires more study as alvars are considered a high conservation priority (Cat ling et al. 2014) .
